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The 23rd tale in Liuddji jing and national founding mythology of Vietnam
Ito Chikako
Abstract

This paper is to declare that the Liuduji jing was affected by Vietnam
where Kang Senghui (F¥{54>) was from, comparing the 23rd tale in the Liuduji
Jing ( [NEHER] ) with other similar tales

In recent years, it has been considered that the Liudiji jing is a
simple summing up of short sutras. not finding out any scripture named the
Liudiaji jing regardless of our research on ancient scriptures. But I would
like to present that Kang Senghui added what he needed to tell according
to his aim in Buddhism to short sutras.

To understand his reason for it, we have to take a look for Jiadozhi

(2ZHE)  society under the Vietnam government when Kang Senghui grew up.
At that time, people had suffered under the despotism of Vietnam government.
To save the people from the disaster of political confusion, Kang Sénghui
made a decision to make a direct petition to the king of Wa (*Z[F) . When
he was 20 years old, Kang Senghui went to Jianye (B2) conventionally to
see the king. But Wa that Kang Senghui saw in front of his eyes was under
the terribly rude and brutal government. Then Kang Senghui realized he had
to lead the king to the right way to the ideal governor and made some plan.
He not only edited but also gave additional writings to the Liudiji jing
referred to an ideal statesman under the pretext of translation of Indian
scriptures.

In the Liuduji jing, Kang Senghui switched original two motives in a
short sutra to another two motives from national founding mythology of
Vietnam. The 23rd tale in the Liudiji jing, such as “One hundred boys shall
be born from one hundred eggs.” “One of the one hundred boys shall be the

king.” are picked up fromnational founding mythology of Vietnam, his mother
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land, and are switched from the original motives such as “a daughter, who
got a birth from hind as a mother and hermit as a father, bore a water lily
with one hundred petals and there were one hundred boys on the petals of
water lily.” “One hundred boys shall turn to be a pratyekabuddha (H¥:3Z
L) .7

Considering of this, it’ s hardly to say that the Liudiji jing is a pure

original scripture.
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